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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment to the claims filed May 14, 2007 has been entered. Claims 1-5 
have been canceled. Claims 6-9 are pending and under examination. 



Terminal Disclaimer 

The terminal disclaimer filed on May 24, 2006 in the parent application linking 
10/314,812, now U.S. Patent 7,157,0035, with the instant application has been recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Woodward et al. 
(U.S. Patent 2,733,734). 

Regarding claim 6, Woodward et al. disclose a method of making a flexible hose/conduit 
with a connector on the end comprising: overmolding a soft flexible rubber topping onto said 
conduit, including positions proximal to the end of said conduit (a') (col. 2, lines 4-23) followed 
by molding said connector (e) over said conduit and said rubber topping causing said cuff to 
become an integral part of the inner surface of the connector (col. 2, lines 25-52; Figures 2 and 
4-6). 
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The examiner notes that the instant usage of the word "cuff" and the usage of the word 
"cuff" employed by Woodward et aL have different meanings. The cuff employed by Woodward 
et al. is the instant connector. 

As to claim 7, the rubber employed by Woodward et al. intriniscially meets the limitation, 
as the rubber is understood to have a low melting point, broadly defined, in accord with the 
specification. 

As to claims 8 and 9, Woodward et al. disclose a conduit having a helically wound tube 
and includes at least one electrical conductor wrapped around the conduit as claimed (col. 1 , 
lines 33-35; Figures 2 and 4-6) 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 14, 2007 with respect to the 35 U.S.C 112 second 
paragraph rejection and the 35 U.S.C. 102(e) rejection of claims 6-9 over Edirisuriwa et al. have 
been considered and are persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments filed May 14, 2007 with respect to the rejection of claims 6-9 over 
Woodward et al. have been fully considered, but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments appear to be on the following grounds: 

1 . Woodward et al. do not teach "overmolding" as there is no indication the parts are 
bonded to one another by any sort of process requiring heat, melting, or both. 

The arguments are not persuasive for the following reason: 

1. Woodward et al. wrap an unvulcanized rubber tube a' with a rubber-impregnated 
fabric a 2 such that the fabric strips overlap (i.e. the surface of the tube is encapsulated by the 
fabric a 2 ). The rubber-impregnated fabric is treated with a coat of rubber adhesive and dried. 
The assembly is then wrapped with a covering and consolidated. As defined, at 
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http://www.onelook.com , the word consolidate is defined as "unite into one". Further, the rubber 
is partially vulcanized prior to application of the cuff (e) (i.e. the connector in the instant claim). 
Finally, the hose containing all the constituent pieces is wrapped with a cover and vulcanized 
thereby allowing removal of the string and wrapping to yield a finished hose. The examiner 
submits that this process disclosed by Woodward et al. is reasonably interpreted as 
"overmolding" the tube with the rubber-impregnated fabric and that it appears the arguments are 
directed to a narrow interpretation of the word "overmold". It is the examiner's position that the 
claims would need to be amended to distinguish over the teaching of Woodward et al. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jeff Wollschlager whose telephone number is 571-272-8937. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 4:45, alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson can be reached on 571-272-1 176. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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